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Office for such a Regsfrie for the collecting the Accounts for the severall
particulars following, vi^ :

(1)  Of all the Births, Marriages, Burialls throughout all Engtend :
and to see them duly kept : that his Majestie maj have a yearly account of the
increase and decrease of his subjects.

(2)  An account of the Hartbs, and Houses in England :  as also of the
People, by their Age, Sex, Trade, Titles, and Office.

(3)  An account of the Trade is to he deduced from the Customs-house
'Bills, and Prices currant (upon the Exchange).

(4)  A particular account of the 'Excise, according to the last collections

of subfarmes.

(5)  An account of the severall 'Payments that have been made by Land-
taxes, Polls, Subsidies, Benevolence, and particular Imposts.

(6)  An account of all the Church Revenues.

(7)  A Villare Anglicanum, sc. an account of all the Cities, 'Townes,
Villages, great Houses, Rodes, carriages, principal Innes and Families of
'England, with the Post-stages of the same.

(8)  An account of all the Scholars in the Universities : and public schooles.

(9)  An account of all the "Prisoners from time to time, ana of all Execu-
tions.

(10)  A particular account of the Shipping of England; and all Foreign
parts : and the Sea-men resident in each Port.

(11)  The Prices currant of the principall Commodities in each Market of
England.

(12)  The true number of Irish Cattle imported.

(13)  The number of Attorneys in each Countie : now: and what heretofore.

The desigi, he summed up, is to have Abstracts of all the above par-
ticulars in order to compare them one with another, so as to gve the King a
true State of the Nation at all times. And for his own advice Aubrey
noted : Be at Sir Leoline Jenkins to gett a "Patent to authorise me to use all
lawfull waits and means to procure accounts of the premisses, and that all the
King's Officers be assistant to me therein gratis. Sir Wm. Petty hath promised
me, to assist me in it.

The consideration of these ingenious projects was never allowed
to interfere with his writing, however, and when Thomas Hobbes
died in 1679, Aubrey, as his oldest friend, immediately set about
preparing an informal biography to supplement the more impersonal
Latin life which Hobbes had written at his request. 'Tis Religon to
perform the Will of the Dead, Aubrey says in the preface to his book,
which I here dischardge, with my Promise (1667) to my old friend) in setting
forth his Life and performing the last Office to my honoured Friend Mr.
Thomas Hobbes, whom I have bad the honour to know from my child-hood >
being bis Countryman and borne in Malmesbury Hundred and having both the
same Schoolmaster.

Since no bodj knew so many particulars of his Life as my selfe, Aubrey

prevent misrtports and undeceive those who are scandalised.
_ One sajes that when a learned man dyes, a great deal of 'Learning dyes
with Mm.   He was a flumen ingenii [a river of talent] never dry.    The
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